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No matter where you are in your modernization 
journey, Rocket Software has the right 
expertise and solutions to get you to where you 
want to be. And if you’re not sure where to begin, 
talk to one of our modernization experts to help 
get you moving in the right direction.

Mainframe Powers 
Critical Business 
Operations

The mainframe continues to be an important part of IT infrastructure, with 67% of Fortune 
100 companies relying on them. Rocket Software surveyed over 500 U.S. IT professionals to 
understand their priorities, challenges, and plans for leveraging their mainframes.

The study uncovered that the mainframe remains critical to business operations. How are IT 
leaders modernizing it for improved performance?

As with any part of IT infrastructure, there must be a roadmap to continue transforming the 
mainframe and expanding its capabilities.

The mainframe continues to dominate IT infrastructure

Modernizing, not re-platforming, drives investment

What makes up most of your IT 
infrastructure?

How critical is the mainframe to your 
organization’s business operations?

What most contributes to your 
organization’s use of the mainframe?

What is your organization’s current 
mainframe application and operations 
IT strategy?

What is the strategic imperative to 
modernize in place?

Modernizing in place delivers the benefits above without the costs 
and disruptions associated with re-platforming. 
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56%
Mainframe

20%
Private cloud

15%
Distributed

6%
Public cloud

3% Outsourced to 
a third party

Optimizing mainframe 
applications and 
infrastructure by 
enhancing applications, 
adding capabilities, 
modernizing user 
interfaces, etc.

56%
Modernizing 
in place

Maintaining, patching, 
and upgrading existing 
applications and 
infrastructure.

27%
Operating 
as-is

Removing and replacing mainframe infrastructure, 
moving entirely from existing applications 
and infrastructure to distributed, cloud, 
or hybrid cloud models.

17%
Re-platforming

34% 27% 22% 9% 8%
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